
 
 
 
 

     





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



18TH ANNUAL TAX CONTROVERSY FORUM 

THURSDAY, JUNE 25, 2026 

7:30 a.m. 

REGISTRATION AND CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 

8a.m. 

WELCOME 

Kathleen Costello, CMP, Assistant Director, NYU School of Professional Studies, New York, NY 

OPENING REMARKS 

Caroline D. Ciraolo, Esq., Partner, Kostelanetz, Washington, DC 

Pamela Grewal, Esq., Managing Director, Andersen Tax, San Francisco, CA 

TAX COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT UPDATE: PART I 

Voluntary compliance and enforcement of the tax law are at the heart of our tax system. Over the past 

year, we have seen an unprecedented reduction in the federal workforce, substantial, continuing cuts in 

funding for the Internal Revenue Service (IRS), and the dissolution of the Justice Department (DOJ) Tax 

Division. Despite these tumultuous times, the IRS and DOJ are leveraging available resources and 

relationships, and are investing in emerging tools and technologies to maintain tax administration and 

focus tax enforcement. The message is clear - those taxpayers who view these times as an opportunity to 

ignore their tax and reporting obligations, engage in abusive tax advantaged transactions, or evade the 

assessment or payment of tax due so at their own risk. Today's panels, including three afternoon breakout 

sessions, provide a comprehensive update on developments and priorities across various functions of the 

Treasury Department, Justice Department Tax Division and IRS relating to enforcement of and compliance 

with our nation's tax laws. 

8:30 a.m. 

A VIEW FROM THE TOP - A CONVERSATION WITH IRS CEO FRANK BISIGNANO 

In this keynote conversation, IRS CEO Frank Bisignano shares his perspective on the agency's strategic 

direction, operational priorities, and modernization efforts. The discussion addresses current challenges 

facing the IRS, including resource constraints, technology transformation, and workforce initiatives, as well 

as the agency's approach to enforcement and taxpayer service. Attendees gain insight into leadership 

priorities and what those mean for taxpayers and practitioners in the evolving tax administration 

landscape. 

Moderator: Michael J. Desmond, Esq., Member and Tax Department Chair, Miller & Chevalier, Chartered, 

Washington, DC 

Hon. Frank J. Bisignano, Chief Executive Officer, Internal Revenue Service, Washington, DC 

9:05 a.m. 

A CONVERSATION WITH IRS OPERATING DIVISION COMMISSIONERS AND WHISTLEBLOWER 

OFFICE LEADERSHIP 

As the IRS evolves, it is seeking to maximize all available resources including human capital, tools, 

technology, and process efficiencies to facilitate sound tax administration encompassing both service and 

compliance. Our panel of IRS compliance executives provides insight into IRS operations, resources, and 

priorities. 

Moderator: Sharon Katz-Pearlman, Esq., Shareholder, Greenberg Traurig, New York, NY 

Lia Colbert, Commissioner, Small Business/Self-Employed Division, Internal Revenue Service, 

Washington, DC 

Mabeline Baldwin, CPA, Acting Commissioner, Large Business and International Division, 

Internal Revenue Service, Washington, DC 

Edward R. Killen, Esq., Commissioner, Tax Exempt and Government Entities, 

Internal Revenue Service, Washington, DC 

Erick Martinez, Acting Director, Whistleblower Office, Internal Revenue Service, Washington, DC 

10 a.m. REFRESHMENT BREAK 

10:1 0 a.m. 

UPDATE FROM THE US TAX COURT AND THE IRS OFFICE OF CHIEF COUNSEL 

The Tax Court and IRS Office of Chief Counsel sit at the center of tax controversy, with cases ranging 

from multibillion dollar transfer pricing disputes and challenges to economic substance, to collection due 

process matters with relatively small amounts at stake but often presenting issues of first impression. 

Decisions from the Tax Court have broad consequences across the federal tax system. This panel 

provides insight into the Tax Court's operations, pending cases, and challenges and opportunities in the 

current 
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